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TAGS: OVIP (THOMASSEN, W.) NL 

SUB J : VISIT OF FORMER MAYOR OF ROTTERDAM 

1. WE HAVE RECEIVED REQUEST FROM MR. W. THOMASSEN, FORMER 
MAYOR OF ROTTERDAM, FOR ASSISTANCE IN MAKING TRIP 

FROM CHRISTCHURCH, NZ, TO ANTARCTICA AND RETURN, IN DECEMBER 
1975. MR. THOMASSEN IS TRAVELLING TO FAR EAST NZ IN 
CONNECTION WITH SERIES OF ARTICLES HE IS WRITING FOR 
DUTCH DAILY ALGEMEEN DAGBLAD (CIRC: 320,000). EMBASSY 
HAS INQUIRED THROUGH US NAVY CHANNELS AND BEEN ADVISED 
THAT NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION (NSF) IS COORDINATOR 
FOR US ANTARCTICA PROGRAM. 

2. WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT QUERYING NSF REGARDING 
POSSIBILITIES OF MR. THOMASSEN TRAVELLING TO ANTARCTICA 
VIA US TRANSPORT. IF SUCH TRAVEL TO ANTARCTICA IS 
FEASIBLE, MR. THOMASSEN WOULD POSTPONE HIS PLANNED FAR 
EAST TRIP TO JANUARY OR FEBRUARY IF NECESSARY. PLEASE 
ADVISE. 

3. FYI: AMBASSADOR FULLY SUPPORTS THIS REQUEST. 

END FYI. 
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